Case:

The Forest Quiz – Metsävisa

The Forest Quiz is a joint effort of the forest sector and teachers. It’s a great example and model of a long lasting partnership between schools and business. The main partners and organizers are the Association of Biology and Geography Teachers in Finland and The Finnish Forest Association. 
Other partners are: the Metsäliitto Cooperative, Stora Enso Forest, Metsähallitus (a state-owned enterprise that runs business activities while also fulfilling many public administration duties), UPM Forest, Forest Industries Federation and Nordea Bank Finland, Forestry Development Centre Tapio, 13 Regional Forest Centres and The Finnish Forest Foundation
Achievements: 

32 000 Finnish youngsters aged 14-16 years from over 400 upper level of the comprehensive schools take part in the national Forest Quiz every year. It means that over half of the upper schools take part in The Quiz. The Forest Quiz has been arranged  since 1982 and approximately 16 % of the population has taken part in it. 

Goals and objectives:

One goal of the Forest Quiz is to arise the interest towards forests and forest sector as an employer, the other goal is to maintain new generation’s knowledge of forests. It’s also a tool to test the level of the forest knowledge. 

Further more it’s  a way to bring up  important issues and give information to the public. Topics of the Quiz are forest ecology, forest management, forest culture, nature conservation and forest industry. 
The roles of the partners 
The Forest Quiz is organized in three levels. 
It starts in March in schools as a written exam. The questions are prepared by a national working group appointed by the Association of Biology and Geography Teachers. The working group consists of teachers and the coordinator from the Finnish Forest Association.


At that point the questions range from everyman’s rights and forest-related proverbs, identifying plants and animals, game to forest industry and forest management. Forestry Development Centre Tapio has the responsibility of translating the questions into Swedish, which is the second official language in Finland.

Each participant in the Forest Quiz gets a prize and the best pupil in every school gets a traditional wooden cup called ‘kuksa’. In addition, someone from forest sector, either from a forest company or Metsähallitus comes to each participatory school to hold a lesson and in some cases also to organise a field trip for the class. The lesson or field trip is planned in before hand with the teachers. 

Second phase is regional level, which is organized by the Regional Forestry Centres. 

At both levels the prizes are donated by the Metsäliitto Cooperative, Stora Enso Forest, Metsähallitus, UPM Forest. The best pupil of the region is rewarded by Nordea Bank Finland.
The finals are organized by the Association of Biology and Geography Teachers and the Finnish Forest Association. The travelling and accommodation costs are paid by Nordea Bank Finland. The Finnish Forest Industries Federation donates the prizes for the winners.
The Finnish Forest Foundation supports financially the Finnish Forest Association, which coordinates the Forest Quiz, does the marketing and takes care of the entries for the Quiz. It also organizes the first level of The Quiz and the finals.   
Benefits: 

To the forest sector:  The forest Quiz is a good way to keep up sustainable partnership not only between forest sector and the teachers, but also inside the forest sector between the organizations.  
To the teachers and pupils:

Not only while preparing for the quiz but also during the actual exam the quiz gives a wide range of information of the different aspects related to the forests in Finland. Students are also inspired by the competition, since it brakes the daily routines at school.
Teachers get valuable and useful material for teaching while the previous quizes are available in the internet. One of the strengths of the quiz is the many-sided picture that it gives of forests. The quiz also helps to motivate students for studying even after school day. 
